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A WORD OF ADVICE 
-_ TO ALL 


SAINTS AND SINNERS, 


Examine your ſelves, whether ye be in the faith; pros 
your own ſelves. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. EE. 3 
The Gentiles which followed not after righteouſnefiggs 
have attained to righteouſneſs, even the righteouſneſs 
which is of faith: but Iſrael which followed after the 
law of- 7 hath not attained to the law of 
righteouſneſs, Wherefore ? Becauſe they ſought it not by _ 
faith, but as it were by the works of the law. Rom. 
ix. 30, gi, 32. c 2%, | | 
For they being ignorant of GOD's ſu and 
going about to eftavliſh their own righteouſneſs, have not 
ſe tqyitted themſelves unto the righteouſneſs of GOD. For 
CHRIST is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every 
one that belicveth, Chap x. 3» 4. 
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To the Reader: 


APP PIN 


HRISTIAN READER, I find 
in this latter day the love of the 
Lord ſhining in ſome meaſure, with its 
pleaſant beams in my heart, warming 
my affections and enflaming my ſoul, 
not only to give a ſpiritual echo in ſoul- 
duty to ſo great a lover as my Saviour 
is, whofe tranſcendent love paſſeth know- 
ledge, Eph. iii. 19, And to know the 
love of Chrift, which paſſeth knowledge, 
. that ye might be filled with all the fulneſs of 
God. But alſo to love and wiſh well to 
all Sion's heaven-born children. I find 
in this day many poor ſouls toſſed to and 
fro, ready to be carried away with every 
wind of doctrine, by the ſleights of men, 
and.cunning craftineſs, whereby they lis 
in wait to deceive, Eph. iv. 14, That 
we henceforth be no more children, toſſed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind 
doctrine, by the fleight of men, and cun- 
ning craftineſs, ps 4p they lie in wait to 
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ty 10 THE READER, | 
deceive. And, that there are ſo many 


truth in love; neither are they growing 
up into him in all things, who is the 
ead, even Chriſt, Eph. iv. 15. But 


Speaking the truth in love, may grow up into 


him in all things, which is the head, even 
Chrift.”” There cannot be a growing in 
Chriſt, without an union in him. And 
without an union in him, all that we do 
is curſed. Songs un bog 1 
Thou wilt find, Gentle Reader, in 
this enſuing little treatiſe, if the Lord is 
pleaſed to bleſs the reading of it unto thee, 
as a ſtill voice behind thee, ſaying, This 
zs the way, walk in it, that thou turn not 
to the right hand, nor to the left. The 
way into that pleaſant path of ſoul-juſti · 
fication before God, is in and through 
the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, for all 
our ſelfrighteouſneſs is as 957 rags; for 
ly ſhall one ſay, In the LORD ſhall 


all the ſeed of Iſrael be gu/tified, and ſhall 


Flory. . Ha. xlv. 24, 25. Surely, ſhall 
3 fo in the Le ape rt ex obtanalnge 


and ftrength ; even to him ſhall men come, 
and all that are incenſed againſt him ſhall 


— . 


foundations to build upon that are falſe, 
upon which much labour is ſpent in © 
vain; that men are not ſpeaking the 
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10 THE READER. * 


the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſpall 


glory. It is only the dying of that Juſt 
One for us unjuſt ones, muſt bring us to 


God. He that knew no ſin, was made 
ſin for us, that we, who were nothin 
but ſin, might be made the e | 
of God in him. 2 Cor. v. 21. © For he 
hath mage him to be fin for us, who knew 
no fin ; that we might be made the right- 
eouſneſs of God in him. | 

Chriſtian Reader, let all that is of old 
Adam in thee fall down at the foot of 
Chriſt. He only muſt have the pre- 
eminence.. All the veſlels of this ſpirit- 
ual new-covenant temple, from the cups 
to the flaggons, muſt be all hung upon 
Chriſt. e is to bear the glory. He 
only is worthy, tor he is to build the 
temple of the Lord, and is to bear the 


glory. He, by his Father's appointment 


is the foundation- ſtone, gorner-ſtone, and 
is the top ſtone. He is the Father's ful- 
neſs of grace and glory. Whatever thy 
wants be, thou mayeſt come to him; 
there is balſam enough in him fit for 
cure. 8 
Reader, the good Lord help thee to 
experience this enſuing word of advice, 


that it may be made by God unto thee 


like Honey, ſweet to the ſoul, and 


FT . TO THE READER, 


health to thy bones, and my ſoul ſhall 


rejoice with thee. Thy Brother in the 
faith and fellowſhip of the goſpel. 
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Word of advice to my own heart 
and thine.— Thou art a profeſſor, 
and partakeſt of all ordinances. Thou 
doſt well; they are glorious privileges. 
But if thou haſt not the blood of Chriſt at 
the root of thy profeſſion, it will wither, 
and prove but painted pageantry to go to 
hell in. 27 : | 
If thou retain guilt and ſelf-righteouſ- 
neſs under thy profeſſion, thoſe vipers- 
will eat out all the vitals of it. Try, and 
examine with the greateft ſtrictneſs every 
day, what bottom thy profeſſion and hope 
of thy glory is built upon, whether it was 
laid by the hand of Chriſt; if not, it will 
never be able to endure the ſtorm which 
mult come againſt it. Satan will throw 
it all down, and great will be the fall 
thereof, Mat. vii: 27, © And the rain de- 
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ſeendid, and the flueds came, and the winds 


blew, and beat upon that hauſe ; and it fell, 
and great was the fall of it. 
Glorious profeſſor, thou ſhalt. be win- 


nowed. Every vein of 1 profeſſion 
*. i 


s terrible to 


will be tried to purpoſe, 
have it all come tumbling down, and to 


find nothing but it to bottom upon. | 
Soaring profeſſor, ſee to thy waxen 
wings betimes, which will melt with the 


heat of temptations. What a miſery is 
it, to trade much, and break at length, 
and have no ſtock, no foundation laid for 
eteranty,1nthy:foul + 
. Gifted profeſſor, look there be not a 


worm at the root which will ſpoil all thy 
fine ground, and make it die about thee 


in a day of ſcorchings. Look over thy 
ſoul daily, and aſk where is the blood 
« of Chriſt to be ſeen upon my ſoul ? 
„ What righteouſneſs is it that I ſtand 
e upon to be ſaved? Have I got off my 


« ſelf-righteouſneſs?” Many eminent 


rofeſſors have come at length to cry out, 


in the ſight of the ruin of all their duties, 


Undone, undone to all eternity. 
Conſider, the greateſt ſins may be hic 


under the greateſt duties and the greateſt. 
in_hath 


terrors. See the 


made in thy 
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Wich duties, humblings, | enlargements 
£97, Apply what thou pe, beſides: the 


tined truly, thou. ha 


| praying, and. rena Jet miſerable 
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10 of Goh it will _ poiſon: the fore. 
ou wilt ind that Mor 


: not feen 


can k il it, Out the beholdix xf Chri b 
righteouſneſs. ; 
[> pres can ond no 8 fit for 


foul- Cure. Healing from duty, and not 
from Chriſt, is the moſt deſperate diſeaſe, 
Poor ragged nature, with all its higheſt 


improvements, can never ſpin a garment 


fine enough (without ſpot) to cover the 
ſoul's nakedneſs. Nothing can fit the 


ſoul for that uſe, but Chriſt's _ 
righteouſneſs. _ 


_ Whatſoever is pe Yr e's f pinning, 
muſt all be unravelled, before 1 right: 
eouſneſs of Chrilt. Tan 


dever is of nature's pong "on 
Satan will come and plunder it every 2 


away, and leave the foul naked and e open 


to the wrath of God. All that nature 


can do, will never make up the leaſt 
dram of grace, that can mortify fin, or 


look Chriſt in the face one day 


Thou art a profeſſor, gelte on hearing, 


tm) 

mayeſt thou be. Look about thee; didſt 
thou ever ſee Chriſt to this day i in diſtinc- 
tion from all other excellencies and ri ight- 
eouſneſs in the world, and all them fal- 


ling before the majeſty of his love and 


ce? Ja. ii. 17. And the loftineſs 
oa all deus dotun, and tad 
neſs of men ſhall be made loro: and the Lord 
alone ſhall be exalted in that day.” 

If thou haſt ſeen ' 


haſt ſeen pure grace, pure. demea pe 


in him every way infinite, far exceedin 

all fin SI abs If t thou Halt ſeen 
Chriſt, thou canſt trample upon all the 
neſteouſneſs of men and angels o as to 


bring thee into acceptation wi God. 


If thou haſt ſeen Chriſt, thou wouldſt not 


do a duty without Em mn forte houland” 


worlds, x Cor. ii. 2. © For T determined 
not to know any thing among you, | 
Chriſt, and him crucifred. 


| haſt foen xiſt, thou ſaweſl him a rock 


higher than ſelf-ri hteouſneſs, Satan, and 
fin; Pſa. RI. 2. 77 From the end nd of the 
earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart; 
ER lead me to the rock Phat is Þ 
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ſhould . £ have ſatisfied thee.” Examine, 
if ever thou haſt beheld Chri{f, as the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth, John 1. 14, 16, 17. © 2225 the 
Ford was made fleſh, and dwelt among us | 
{and we beheld His glary, the glory as of the 
ont 22 atten 2 r) Full of grace and_ 
truth.” 16 2 of his fulne(s Baue all 
we received, and grace for pay 17 
« For the Iaw was given by Moſes, but i 
grace and truth, came by Feſus Chrift.* 
Be ſure thou art come to Chriſt, that 
thou EE, upon the Rock | 
Aves, haſt anſwered to his call to 12 1 
oul, haſt t cloſed with him for juſtifica- 


tio 


Men talk bravely of believing whilſt 
whole and found ; few know 9 
Is the myſtery of the ſcripture ; grace the 
ery of Chrift, Believing 1s 5 WIE 


wonderful thing in the world. Put anx. 
thing of thy own. to it, and thou ſpotleſt_ 


it ; Chril will not fo much as look at it. 


for believing. | Wh hen thou belteveſt and- 


—— 
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comeſt to Chriit, thou muſt leave behind 12 


6 


thee thine own righteouſneſs, and brin ha 
nothing but ſin, 125 that is hard) Thou my 
mult__leaye behind all thy holineſs, wi 
*{anctification, duties, Fi. _ hit 
and bring nothing but thy wants and _ 
miſeries, elſe_Chriſt is not fit for thee, WG 


nor thou for Chriſt. Chriſt will be a Ni 
pure_Redeemer and Mediator, and thou an. 


mult be an undone ſinner, or Chriſt and a; 
thou will never agree. It 1s the hardeſt f 
thing in the world toitake Chill alane for Wi 
righteouſneſs; that's toacknowledge him an 


Chriſt. Join any thing of thine own, the 
and thou un-chriit's him. lie 


Whatever comes in, when thou goeſt ho! 
to God for acceptation, beſides Chriſt, of 
call it anti-chriſt; bid it be gone; make Sa 
only Chriſt's righteouſneſs triumphant. the 
All beſides that is Babylon, which muſt me 
fall, if Chriſt ſtand, and thou ſhalt re- ſhe 
Joice in the day of the fall thereof, /a. i. ne! 
10, II, 12. Hear the word of the Lord, fee 
ye rulers of Sodom, give ear unto the law of mz 
our God, ye people Gomorrab. 11 © To in 
what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſacri- fai 
fices unto me, ſaith the Lord? I am full of 
the burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of cor 
fed beaſts, and I delight not in the blood of = 


biillocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats.” lin. 


141 


J. 
12. hen ye come to appear before me, who 
hath required this af your hand to tread 
my courts?” Chriſt alone did tread the 
wine-preſs, and there was none with 
him, I/. Ixiti. 3. I have trodden the 
wine-preſs alone; and of the 7 eople there 
was none with me ; for I will tread them in 
mine anger, and trample them in myfury ; 
and their blood ſhatl be ſprinkled upon my 
3 ; and [will ſtain all my raiment. 
f thou join any thing to Chriſt, Chriſt 
will trample upon it in fury and anger, 
and ſtain his raiment with the blood 
thereof. Thou thinkeſt it eaſy to be- 
lieve—W as ever thy faith tried with an 
hour of temptations, and a thorough ſight 
of fin? Was it ever put to grapple with 
Satan, and the wrath of God lying upon 
the conſcience? When thou waſt in the 
mouth of hell and the grave, then did God 
ſhew thee Chriſt a ranſom, a righteouſ- 
neſs, &c? Then couldſt thou ſay, ob! J 
fee grace enough in CHRIST It fo, thou 


may'ſt ſay that which is the bigeſt word 


in the world, thou belicveſt. Untried 
faith is uncertain faith. 

To believing, there mult go a clear 
conviction of {in and the merits of the 
blood of Chriſt, and of Chriſt's wil- 
lingneſs to fave upon this conſideration 


B's 3 


meerly, that thou art a Sinner; things all 
harder than tomake a world. All the 
power in nature cannot get ſo high, in a 
ſtorm of ſin and guilt, really to believe 
there 1s any grace, any willingneſs in 
Chriſt to ſave. When Satan chargeth 
{in upon the conſcience, then for the ſoul 
to charge it upon Chrift—that is goſpel 


ſerves for that uſe. To accept Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs alone, his blood. alone for 


When the ſoul, in all duties and diſ- 
trefles, can ſay, Nothing but Chriſt, 


e hication, ſanctification, redemption,” 
1 Cor. i. 30, „But of him are ye in Chriſt 


and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and 
redemption.” © Not humblings, not 
duties, not graces, c. that ſoul hath 
got above the reach of the billows. 

All temptations, Satan's advantages, 


righteouſneſs and ſelf-excellency.. God pur- 
ſueth heſe, by ſetting Satan upon thee, 
as Laban purſued after Jacob for his 


be as unwilling as thou wilt. "Theſe 
hinder Chriſt from coming in; and till 


. } 


like; that is to make him Chriſt. . He 


{alvation, that is theſum. of the goſpel. 


QT 
ys 


« Chriſt alone for righteouſneſs, juſti- 


Jeſus, who of God is made unto us wiſdom, 


and our complainings are laid in e. 


images. Theſe muſt be torn from thee, 


1 
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Chriſt come in guilt will not out, Where 


guilt is, there is hardneſs of heart. 
Therefore much guilt argues little, if 


any thing of Chriſt. 

When guilt is raiſed up, take heed of 
getting it allay'd any way but by Chriſt's. 
blogd; that will tend to Hard'ning, 
Make Chriſt thy peace, Fþh. II. 14. 
& For he ig our peace, who bath made bath 
one; and hath broken down the middle-wall 


of partition between us,” Not thy dittes, 


thy tears, Oc. TI hou maylt deſtroy Chriſt 


by duties as well as by lins. Look at 
Chriſt, and do as much as thou wilt. 
Stand with all thy weight upon Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs. Lake heed of having one 
foot on t own righteouſneſs, another 


on Chriſt'ss Ui Chriſt come and fit 
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upon a throne of grace in the conſcience, 


there Is nothing but guilt, terrors, ſecret 
—_=_ 4 ms 
ſuſpicions, the ſou] hanging between 
hope. and fear, which is an un-goſpel- 


like ſtate 
Te that fears to ſee ſin's utmoſt vile- 


neſs, the utmoſt hell of his own heart, 

he ſuſpects the merits of Chriſt, Be 

never fach a great ſinner, 1 John 11. 1, 

« My little children, theſe things write I 

unto you, that ye fin not. And if any man 

fin, we have an * with the Father, 
3 


> 
Teſus Chriſt the righteous.” Try, Chriſt 
to make him thy advocate, and thou 
ſhalt find him Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous. 
In all doubtings, fears, ſtorms of con- 
{cience, look at Chriſt continually : do not 


argue it with Satan, he deſires no better; 
b:d him go to Chriſt, and he will anſwer 
him. It is his office to be our Advo- 


cate, I John ii. 1. His office is to anf- . 


wer law, as our Surety, Heb. vii. 22. 


By. fo much was Jeſus made a ſurety of a : 


hetter Teficment.” His office is to anſwer 
juſtice, as our Mediator, Gal. in. 20. 
& Now a mediator is not amediator of one: 
þ::t God is one.” I Tim. i. Te Por 
there is ene God: and one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, übe man Chriſt 
Tejus.” And, he ts ſworn to that office, 
Heb. vii. 20, 21. And in as much as 
1 without an cath, he was made prieſt ; 
21 (Fer thoſe prieſts were made without an 
vath; but this with an oath by him that ſaid 
unto him, the Lord Sware, and will nit 
retent, thou art a prieſt for ever, after the 


order cf Melchiſedec.)” Put Chriſt upon 


it. It thou wilt do any thing thyſelf, as 


ſatisfaction for ſin, thou renounceſt 
Chriſt the righteous, who was made ſin 
for thee, 2 Cr. v. 21. For he hath 
made him to be fin for us who knew no ſin ; 


It's s Chriſt's word of mi ghty authority. 


not an ill word againſt a poor aner 
ſtript « of_ IEEE ele Na 


Chit, leſs at ye That is right, 


p | F 17 3 
that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him. 


Satan_may alledge, and corrupt ſcrip- 
ture; but he cannot anſwer ſcripture, 


Chriſt foiled Satan with it at. iv. 10. 
« Then ſaith Feſus unto him, get thee 


hence Satan; for it 1s written, thou Halti 


worſhip the Lord thy God, and him onl al 
1 ou ſerve . allt e ſcriptu ure t| = 
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lainly points out this man io be WW 
ſubject "of the grace of the goſpel, and 
none elſe. Believe but "Cheiit $ i 
neſs, and that. WIII make thee willing. 
If thou findeſt that thou « can'{t not believe, 


remember IT'S . Chriſt? 5 Work. to _make 


- 


to. x > will and t * do of his om fois 
Phil. ii 13. . 7 75 God which worketh __ 


HARD 


pleaſure.” Mourn for th) unbelief, 
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which is ſetting up of guilt In the gon: 
ſcience 2 above ( Chriſt, an undervaluing _ 


the ' merits of C Chriſt, accounting his. 
blood an unholy, a a common and unſa- 


tisfyin thing. Se 
FF 
Doth thy ſin make_thee look more at 


in you, bath to will and to de, of his good 


* 
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elſe complaining i is but hypocriſy. | To 
be looking at duties, graces, enlarge- 


ments, when thou ſhould'ſt be look; 


Chriſt, that's pitiful. Lookin atthen 
Will make thee proud : lookin at U £1 


grace WI | make the 
ou a 


race 
Wed, Eph. ii. 5 „% Nez. 


us together 
aved). 8 F. race are N Loud thre 
2 


ith; and that not of you 8 2 is Ty 
the gift of God.'' In all thy temptations 
be not diſcouraged, Fames i 12. © My 
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations.” 
be, not to drown thee, but to heave thee 
off thyſelf on the Rock Chriſt. 


Thou mayeſt be brought low, even to 


the brink of hell, ready to tumble in. 


Thou canſt not be brought lower than 


the belly of hell. Many ſaints have 
been there, even dowſed in hell. Yet, 
there thou mayſt cry; there thou —_ 
look towards the holy temple, 8 11.4 

« Then I ſaid, I am caſt out of th eit i 
yet I will look again toward 4 Holy 
temple. Into that temple which wil 
built with hands none might enter but 
purified ones, and with an offering 'too, 
As xxi. 20. © Then Paul took the men, 


YU arg iaved, 
when we were dead in fre, þ 13 ickened_ 
5 (oy grace ye are by grace ye are 


Thoſe ſurges may 
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FT. 
and the next day purifying himſelf - with 


them, entered into the temple, to ſignify the 


accompliſhment of the days of purification, 
until that an offering ſhould be — for 
every one of them.” But, now Chriſt is 
our temple, ſacrifice, altar, high prieſt, 
to whom none muſt come but Sinners, 
and that without any offering but his 
own blood once offered, Heb. vii. 27. 
&« ho needeth not daily, as thaſe high 


pruefts, to offer up ſacrifice, firſt for his 


own fins, and then for the peoples, for 


this he did once, when he offered up 
himſelf.” . | ; 
emember all the patterns of grace 
that are in heaven. Thou thinkeſt, 
« Oh! what a monument of grace 
« ſhould I be!” There are many thou- 
ſands as rich monuments as thou canſt 
be. The greateſt ſinner did never paſs 
the grace of Chriſt. Do not deſpair. 
Hope ſtill. When the clouds are black- 
eſt, even then look towards Chriſt, the 
ſtanding pillar of the Father's love and 
grace, ſet up in heaven for all ſinners to 
gaze upon continually, Whatſoe ver 
Satan or conſcience ſay, do not con- 
clude againſt thyſelf. Chriſt ſhall have 
the laſt word: He is judge of quick 
and dead, and muſt pronounce the final 
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hation, Col. 1. 20. And (having made 
1 peace through the blood of his croſs ) by him 

| to reconcile all things unto himſelf, by him, 
g I ſay, whether they be things in earth, 
or things in heaven: cleanſing,” 1 Fohn i. 
7. But if we walk in thelight, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowſhip one with 


2 <> os — e . > 
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. Son clean ſeth us from all fin:” purchaſe, 
= Acts XX. 28. Take heed therefore unto 
| yourſelves, and to all | the- flock, over the 
i which the holy Ghoſt hath made you over - 
| ſeers, to feed the church of God, which he 
I hath purchaſed with his own blood: re- 
diemption, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. For- 
= '- afmuch as ye know that ye were not re- 
| 


deemed with corruptible things as ſilver 
| and gold, from your vain conver ſation 
_ received by tradition from your fathers; 

19. but with the precious blood of Chriſt, 
as of a Lambwithout Hemi ſb and without 
bot: purging, Heb. ix. 13, 14. For 
the blood of bulls, and of goats, and the 
aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling the unclean, 
ſanctiſieth to the purifying of the fleſh; 14. 
how much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered: him- 
ſelf without ſpot to God, purge your con- 
ſcience form dead works to ſerve the living 


ſentence. His blood ſpeaks reconci- 


another, and the blood of Feſus Chriſt his 


1 15 
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God." remiſſion, v. 22. 4 And almaf all 
things are by the law purged with blood; 
and without ſh:dding of blood is no re- 


miſſion ;”' liberty, Heb. x. 19. Hau- 


eng therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter 


into the bolicft by the blood of Jeſus "Ja 


juſtification, Rom. v. 9. Much more 


then, being now j"ſtifi:d by his blood, we 


ſhall be ſaved from wrath thraugh him; 
nighneſs to God, Eh. ii. 13. © But 
now, in Chriſt Feſ4s, ye wha ſometimes 
20 re far off are made nigh by the blood of 
Chriſt.” Nota drop of this blood ſhall 
be loſt. Stand and hearken what God 
will ſay, for he will ſpeak peace to his 
people, that they return no more to folly, 
Pfa. Ixxxv. 8. I will hear what God 
the Lord will ſpeak : for he will ſpeak peace 
unto his people, and to his ſaints: but 
let them not turn again to folly. He 


| ſpeaks grace, mercy, and peace, 2 Tim. 


i. 2. To Timothy, my d-arly, b-lov:d 
fon; grace, mercy, and peace, from God 
the Father, and Chrift 7 ſus our Lord. 
That's the language of the Father and 
of Chriſt. W. 

ing as the morning- ſtar, Rev. xxii. 16. 
« Feſus have ſent mine angel to teſtify 


unto you theſe things in the churches... I 


am the root and the offspring of David, 


ait for Chriſt's appear- 
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as the morning ; and he ſh 
as the rain, as the latter and former rain 
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and the bright and morning- lar. He 


ſhall come as certainly as the morning, 
as refreſhing as the rain, Hof. vi. 3. 
« Then ſhall we know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord: his going forth is frepared 


all come unto us 


unto the earth. | 

The fun may as well be hindered from 
riſing, as Chriſt the ſun of righteouſneſs, 
Mal. iv. 2. But unto you that fear my 
name ſhall the Son & righteouſneſs ariſe 
with healing in his wings; and ye ſhall go 


forth, and grow up as calves of the tall.” 
Look not a moment off Chriſt. Look 
not upon. ſin, but look upon Chriſt 


firſt. When thou mourneſt for ſin; if 
thou doſt not fee Chriſt then, away with 
it, Zech. xii. 10. And I will pour 
upon the- houſe of David, and upon the in- 
habitants of Feruſalem, the ſtirit of grace, 
and of ſupplications: and they 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
ſhall mourn for him, as one mourneth for 
his only fon, and ſhall be in bittcrneſs for 
him. as one that ts in bitterneſs for his 
firſtborn.” In every duty look at Chriſt; 
before duty to pardon ; in duty, to aſſiſt; 
after duty, to accept. Without this, it's 
but carnal careleſs duty. 
lize the goſpel, as if part remained for 


ſhall bk 


Do not lega- 


LY JF 
thee to do and ſuffer, and Chriſt were 
but a half mediator; as if thou muſt 
bear part of thy own fin, and make part 
ſatisfaction. Let fin break thy heart, 
but not thy hope in the goſpel. | 

Look more at juſtification than ſanc- | 
tification. In the higheſt commands 
conſider Chriſt, not as an exacter, to re- 
quire; but as a debtor, an undertaker, 
to Work. If thou haſt looked at thy 
reſolutions, endeavours, workings, du- 
ties, qualifications, &c. more than at the 


merits of Chriſt, it will coſt thee dear. 


No wonder thou goeſt complaining : 
graces may be evidences ; the merits of 
Chriſt alone without them muſt be the 
foundation of thy hope to bottom on. 
Chriſt only can be the hope of glory, 
Col. i. 27. To whom God would make 
known what is the riches of the glory of 
this myſtery among the Gentiles, which is 
Chriſt in you, the hope of glory. 


When we come to God, we muſt 


bring nothing but Chriſt with us. Any 


Ingredients, or any previous qualifica- 


tions of our own, will poiſon and cor- 
rupt faith. He that builds upon duties, 
graces, c. knows not the merits of 
Chriſt. This makes believing ſo hard, 


ſo far above nature: if thou believeſt, 
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thou muſt every day renounce (as dung 


and drofs, Phil. iii. 7, 8.) „ But what - 


things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs 


for Chriſt. 8 Yea doubtleſs, and I count 


all things but loſs for the excellency of the 
knowl:age of Chrift Feſus my Lord: for 
whom I have if red the loſs of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may 


win Chriſt.” Thy privileges, thy obe- | 


dience, thy baptiſm, thy. ſanctification, 
thy duties, thy graces, thy tears, thy 
meltings, thy humhblings, and nothing 
but Chriſt muſt be held up. Every day 


thy workings, thy ſelf-ſufficiency muſt 
de deſtroyed. Thou muſt take all out 


of God's hand. Chriſt is the gift of 
God, Fuhn iv. 10, and ili. 16. Feſus 
anſwered and ſaid unto her, If thou kneweſt 
the gift f God, and who it is that ſaith to 
thee, give me to drink thou wouldeſt have 
afkted of him, aud he would have given thee 
living water.” © For God fo loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that ꝛvbhuſotuer belicyeth in him ſhould not 


periſh, but have cui rlaſting life. Faith 


is the gift of God, Eph. ti. 8. * For by 
grace are ye ſau d through faith: and that 


not of yourſelves; it ts the gift 4 Ged. 
10. 


Pardon is a free gift, Rom v. « And 


not as it awas by one that finned, fo is the 


= q 
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merits of Chriſt 


tif 


N 
gift; for ibe judgment was by one to con- 
demnation, but the free gift is of many 
offences unto juſtification. Ahl how 
nature ſtorms, frets, rageth at this, 
that all is gift, and it can purchaſe 
nothing with its actings, and tears, and 
duties, that all workings are excluded 
and of no value in heaven... +; 

If nature had been to contrive the way 
of ſalvation, it would rather have put it 


into the hands of ſaints and angels to ſell 


it, than into the hands of Chriſt who 


gow freely, whom therefore it ſuſpects. 
ature would ſet up a way to purchaſe 
by_doing; therefore it abominates. the 
as the moſt deſtruc- 
tive thing to it, Natur d 

thing to be ſaved, be _ rather than go to 
Chriit, or _clols. with. Ariil, age owe. 
all to him. Chriſt will have nothing, 
but the ſoul would thruſt ſomewhat of 
his own upon Chriſt. Here is that 
great controverſy. Conſider didſt thou 


ever yet ſee the merits of Chriſt, and 


the infinite ſatisfaction made by his 
death? Didſt thou ſee this when the 
burthen of ſin and the wrath of God lay 

2avy on thy conſcience ; T hat is grace! 


The greatneſs of Chriſt's merits is not 


knawn but to a poor ſoul in deep diſtreſs. 
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sught convictions will but have flight 


low prizings of Chriſt's blood and 
merits. g 5 

Deſpairing ſinner! Thou lookeſt on 
thy right hand and on thy left, ſaying, 
who will ſhew us any good? Thou art 


tumbling over all thy duties and profeſ= _ 


ſions to patch up a righteouſneſs, to ſave 
thee; Look at Chriſt now; look to him 
and be ſaved, all the ends of the earth, 
Iſa. xiv. 22. © Look unto me, and be ye 


av d, all the ends of th: earth: for | am 


God, and there is none elſe.” I here is 
none elſe. He is a Saviour, and there 
is none beſides him. 


thou muſt lock at nothing elſe. Chriſt 
is lifted up on high, as the brazen ſerpent 
in the wilderneſs, that ſinners at the ends 
of the earth the greateſt diſtance may ſee 
him, and look towards him, Jon iii. 14. 
15. And as Maſes lift:d up the ſer ent 
in the wild.rn ſs, .cven ſo muſt the Son of 
man be lift d up; 15 I hat whoſo.vr be- 
li.v:th in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
eternal life.“ The leaſt fight of him 
will be ſaving, the leaſt touch healing to 
thee. And God intends thou ſhouldſt 


look on him; for he hath ſet him upon 


Look any 
where elſe, and thou art undone. God 
will look at nothing but Chriſt; and 
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Ja high throne of glory, in the 55 view 
of all poor ſinners. Thou haf 
reaſon to look on him, no reaſon at all to 


I look off him. He is meck and lowly of 


infinite 


heart, Matth. xi. 29. ** Take my yoke 


upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 


and lowly in heart: and ye ſhalt find reſt 
unto your fouls.” He will do that him- 
ſelf which he requires of his creature, 
viz. bear with infirmities, Rom. xv. 1. 


ie then that are flrong ought to bear 


the infirmities of the weak, and not to 
pleaſe aurſelves. Not pleaſing himſelf; 
not ſtanding upon points of law. He 
will reſtore with the ſpirit of meekneſs, 


Gal. vi. 1, .* Brethren, if a man be 
overtalen in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual 


reſtore ſuch an one inthe ſpirit of meekneſs ; 
confidering thyſelf, left thou alſs be tempt- 
ed” And bear thy burdens. He 


will forgive, not only till ſeven times 


but ſeventy times ſeven, Matth. xviii. 
21, 22. Then came Peter to him, and 


ſaid, Lord, how oft ſhall my brother fin 


againſt me, and I forgive him? till ſeven 
times. 22 Feſus ſaith unto him, I ſay nat 
unto thee, until ſeven times; but, until 


ſeventy times ſcuen. It put the faith of 


the apoſtle to it to believe this, Luke xvii, 


4, 5. And if 8 treſpaſs againſt thee 
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ſeven times in a day, and ſ ven times in a 


day and turn again to thee, ſaying, I repent ; 


thou ſhalt forgive him. +5 And the apoſtles 


aid unto the Lord, increaſe our faith. 
Becauſe we are hard to forgive, we | 


think Chriſt is hard. 

We ſee fin great—We think Chriſt 
doth ſo, and meaſure infinite love with 
our line, infinite merits with our ſins, 
which is the greateſt pride and blaſphe- 
my, Pſa. ciii. 11, 12. ** For as the hea- 
ven is high above the earth, ſo great is his 
mercy toward them that fear him. 12 As 


far as the eaſt is from the wet, ſo far hath 


h: removed our tranſgreſſuns from” us.” 


Iſa. xl. 15. ** Behold, the nations are as 


a drop out of a bucket, and are counted as 
the all 125 of the balance: behold, he 
tateth up t as a very little thing.” 
Hear whe 5 ſaith, © I have found a 
«« ranſom, Fob. xXXiit. 24. © Then be 
75 gracious unte him, and ſaith, deliver him 
from going down to the pit; I have found 
a ra"ſom.” In him I am well pleaſed, 
Matth. iii. 17.” © And lo à voice 


From heaven, ſaying, this is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleaſed.” God will 


have nothing elle. N elſe will 


do thee good, or ſatisfy conſcience, but 


Chriſt, who ſatisfied the Father. God 


Found 
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doth all upon the account of Chriſt. 
. Glenn are hell, wrath, rejection: 
Chriſt's deſerts are life. pardon, and ac- 


ceptation. He will not always ſhew 
thee the one, but he will give thee the 
other. Tis Chriſt's own glory and hap- 
pineſs to pardon. | Confider—whilſt 
Chriſt was upon the earth, he was more 
among publicans and ſinners than among 
Scribes and Phariſees, his profeſſed ad- 


verſaries, for they were righteous ones. 


It is not as thou imagineſt, that his ſtate 
in glory makes him neglectful, ſcornful 
to poor ſinners. No. He hath the 


ſame heart now in heaven. He is God, 


and changeth not. He is the LAMB of 


60 O that taketh uy the ſins of the 


world, John i. 29. He went through 
all thy temptations, dejections, ſorrows, 


deſertions, rejections, Matth. iv. 3 to 12, 
And when the tempter came to him, ñe 


N faid if thou be the Son of God, cent 


that theſe ſtones be made bread. 4 But 
he. anſwered and ſaid, it is written 
Man ſhall not live by bread alone, | but 
by every word that proccedeth out of the 
mouth of God 5 Then the devil taketh 
him up into the holy city, and ſetteth him on 
a pinnacle of the temple. 6 And ſaith unto 
Him, if thou be the ſon of God, caſt thyſelf 


down: for it is written; He ſball give his Wil 


I 
angels charge concerning thee: and in their 

Hands they ſhall bear thee up, leſt at any the | 
' time thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone. 7 ſwee 
Feſus ſaid unto him, it is written again drur 
|: - Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. drau 
'' 8 Agam the devil tak th him uþ into an ex- left 

|; ceeding high mountain, and ſheweth him all not 

|' the kingdoms of the world, and the glory Fitt 

|' them. © And faith unto him, all theſe but 
things will I give thee, if thou will fall all 1 
{' down and worſhip me. 10 Then ſaith fait! 
Fieſus unto him, Get thte hence Satan: for glos 
11 ts written, thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord «NY 
|, thy God and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. 11 «NY 
Then the devil leaueth him, and behold, 2 
angels came and mini ſtered unto him 12 W. 
Mot when Feſus had heard that John was tha 
: caſt into priſon, he departed into Galilee ; ture 
F j Mark xv. 34. And at at the ninth hour hea 
Wil: Teſus cried with a loud voice, ſaying, Eloi, | Wo 
i Eli, lama ſabachthani? which is, being rg 
1 | interpreted, My God, my god, why haſt cor 
Wi Zhou forſaken me?” Luke xxii. 44. wa 
bl < 4nd being in an agony, he prayed more the 
if l ' earneſtly: and his ſweat was as it were by, 
great drops of blood falling down to the | Wy 
El ground.” Matth. xxvi. 38. Then of 
Wt faith he unto them, My ſoul is exceeding Wi, 
|! forrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, ter 

| | and watch with me. He hath drunk ke 
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the bittereſt of the cup, and left thee the 
fweet: the condemnation is out. Chriſt 
drunk up all the Father's wrath at one 


draught; and nothing but ſalvation is 
left for thee. Thou ſayeſt, thou can'ſt 


not believe; thou can'ſt not repent.— 

Fitter for Chriſt, if thou haſt nothing 
but fin and mifery. Go to Chriſt with 
all thy impenitency and unbelief, to'get 
faith and repentance from him; that is 
glorious. Tell Chriſt, “ Lord I have 
de brought no righteouſneſs, no grace to 
be accepted in or juſtified by; I am 
«« come for thine, and muſt have it.“ 
We would be bringing to Chriſt, and 
that muſt not be. Not a penny of na- 
ture's higheſt improvements will paſs in 
heaven. Grace will not ſtand with 


works, Tit. iii. 5. Not by works of 


right:o"ſncſs, which u have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he ſav:d us, by the 


waſhing of regeneration, and renewing 0 


the haly Go. Rom. xi. 6. „And uf 
by grace, then is it no more of works : oth-r- 
wiſe grace is no more grace. But if it be 
of works, then 1s it no more grace: other- 
wiſ2 work is no more work.” That is a 
terrible point to nature, which cannot 
think of being {tripped of all, not having 
a rag of duty or righteouſneſs left to look 
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at. Self- righteouſneſs and ſelf ſuffi- 


ciency are the darlings of nature, which 


ſhe preſerves as her life. That makes 


Chriſt ſeem ugly to nature. Nature 
cannot deſire him. He is juſt oppoſite 
to all nature's glorious intereſts. Let 
nature but make a goſpel, and it would 
make it quite contrary to Chriſt. It 
would be to the juſt, the innocent, the 


holy, Sc. Chriſt makes the goſpel for 


thee ; that is, for needy ſinners, the un- 
godly, the unrighteous, the accurſed. 

Jature cannot endure to think the gof- 
pel is only for finners: it will rather 
chuſe to deſpair, than to go to Chriſt 
upon ſuch terms. When nature is but 
put to it by guilt or wrath, it will go to 
its old haunts of ſelf-righteouſneſs, ſelf- 
goodnels, Oc. An infinite power muſt 
caſt down theſe ſtrong holds. None but 
the ſelf-juſticiary ſtands excluded out of 
the goſpel. Chriſt will look at the moſt 
abominable {inner before him; becauſe 
to ſuch an one Chriſt cannot be made 
juſtification, he is no ſinner. To ſay in 


compliment, I am a ſinner, iseaſy, But 
to pray with the publican indeed, Lord, 


be merci}: usto me @ ſinner, is the hardeſt 
prayer in the world, It is eaſy to ſay 
{ believe in Chriſt, But to ſee Chriſt 


[if 
E 
full of grace and truth, of whoſe fulneſs 
thou mayeſt receive grace for grace; that 
is the ſaying. It is eaſy to profeſs 


Chriſt with the mouth: but, to confeſs 


him with the heart, (as Peter, to be the 


Chriſt, he Son of the living God, the 


alone Mediator) that is above fleſi and 
blood. Many call Chriſt Saviour; few 
k now him fo. To ſee grace and ſalva- 
tion in Chriſt, is the greateſt ſight in the 
world. None can do that, but at the 
ſame time they ſhall ſee all that grace 
and ſalvation to be theirs. Sights will 
cauſe applications. I may be afhamed 
to think, in the midi of ſo profeſ- 
ſion, I have known little of the blood of 
Chrift, which is the main thing of the 
goſpel. A Chriſtleſs, formal profeflion 
will be the blackeſt fight, next to hell, 

that can be. Thou may'ſ have many 
good things; and yet one thing may be 
wanting, which may make thee go away 
ſorrowful ſrom Chrift. Thou haft 
never ſold all that thou haſt, never parted 
with all thine own righteouſneſs, c. 


Thou may'ſt be high in duty and yet a 


perfect enemy and adverſary to Chriſt in 
every prayer, in every ordinance. La- 
bour after ſanctification to thy utmoſt ; 
but make not a Chriſt of it to fave thee: 
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If ſo, it muſt come down one way 
or other, Chriſts infinite ſatisfaction, 
not thy ſanctification, muſt be thy 
Juſtification before God. When the 


Lord ſhall appear terrible out of his holy 


place, fire ſhall conſume that as hay and 


ſtubble. 
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Without the blood of Chriſt on the con- 


This will be ſound religion; 
only to bottom all upon the everlaſ- 
ting mountains of God's love and 

ace in Chriſt, to live continually in 
the ſight of Chriſt's infinite * 
neſs and merits (they are ſanctifying. 
without them the heart is carnal) and 
in thoſe ſights to ſee the full vileneſs, 
yet littleneſs of ſin, and to ſee all par- 
doned; in thoſe ſights to pray, hear, 
Sc. ſeeing thy polluted Self and all 
thy weak performances accepted 
continually ; in thoſe ſights to trample 
upon all thy ſelf-glories, righteouſneſs, 
privileges, as abominable, and be 
found continually in the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt only ; rejoicing in the ruins 
of thy own righteouſneſs, the ſpoiling 
of all thy own excellencies, that 
Chriſt alone as Mediator, may be ex- 
alted on his throne, mourning over 
all thy duties (how glorious ſoever) 
which thou haſt not performed in the 
ſight and ſenſe of Chriſt's love.“ 
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ſcience, all is dead ſervice, Hb. ix. 14. 


« How much more ſhall the blood of Chrift, 
who through the eternal & irit offered him- 
Self without ſpot to God, purge your con- 


ſcience from dead works, to ſerve theliving 


God.” 
That opinion of free will (fo cried up) 


Will be eaſily confuted (as it is by ſcrip- 


ture) in the heart of him who hath had 
any ſpiritual dealing with Jeſus Chriſt, 
as to the application of his merits, and 


ſubjection to his righteouſneſs. Chriſt 


is every way too magnificent a perſon 
for poor nature to cloſe withal, or to ap- 


prehend.—Chriſt is ſo infinitely holy, 


nature durſt never look at him; fo in- 
finitely good, nature can never believe 
him to be ſuch, when it lies under full 
ſights of ſin. Chriſt is too high and 
glorious for nature ſo. much as to touch. 
There muſt be a divine nature firſt put 
into the ſoul, to make it lay hold on him 
who lies ſo infinitely beyond the ſight or 
reach of nature. That Chriſt which 
natural free will-can apprehend, is. but a 
natural - Chriſt of a man's own making, 
not the Father's Chriſt, not Jeſus the 


Son of the living God, to whom none 
can come without the Father's drawing, 


n 
me, except the Father which bath ſent me 
draw him: and I will raiſe him up af the 
laſt day. 45. It is written in the prophets, 
And they ſhall be all taught of God. Every 
man ther, fore that hath heard, and hat, 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me. 


Search the ſcriptures daily, as mines of 
00 , Wherein the heart of Chriſt IS Taid. 


atch againſt_conſtitutional fins; ſee 
them _in_their_yileneſs, and the 
never bre 


ever break outinto act. Keep always 
an humble, empty, broken frame_o 
heart, ſenſible of any ſpiritual miſcar- 
riage, oblervant of all inward workings, 


ht for the higheſt munications. 


apply the blood of _ Chriſt immediately. 


zen lerpe | 

Judge not Chriſt's love by providences, 
but by promiſes, Bleſs God tor ſhaking 
Off falle foundations, and for. any way 


neiles and temptations, than fecurity and 
{lightneſs. pe 55 7 
A Tighting ſpirit will turn a profane 
ſpirit, and will fin and pray too—Slight- 
nels is the bane of profeſſion. If ut be 


Keep not guilt in th. conſcience, but 


God chargeth in. and guilt upon thee, to 
make thee look to Chriſt, as to the bra- 


whereby he keeps the ſoul awakened and 
looking after Chriſt, Better have ſick- 


for fir 
evider 
to ma 
clt'z,c 
h3620 


fe, be 


the heart: 


1 
1 
199 


„ 
not rooted out of the heart, by conſtant 
and ſerious dealings with, and beholdings 
of Chriſt in duties, it will grow more 


ſtrong and more deadly by being under 
"church-ordinances. 


Meaſure not thy 
graces by others, attainments, but by 
ſeripture-trials. Be ſerious and exact 
in duty, having the weight of it upon 
but be as much afraid of 
taking comfort from duties as from ſins. 
Comfort from any hand but Chriſt is 
deadly. Be much in prayer, or you will 


never keep up - much communion. with = 


God. As you are in cloſet-prayer, ſo_ 


you will be in all-other ordinances. - 


- - Reckon notdutics by hig 


but by low frames, and the beholdings 
of Chriſt. Tremble at duties and gifts. 
It was the ſaying of a great ſaint, he was 


more afraid of his duties than his fins : the 


one often made him proud, the other 
always made him humble. 'Freaſure 
up manifeſtations of Chritt's love; they 
make the heart low for Chriſt, too high 
for {in,—-Slight not the loweſt, meaneſt 
evidences of grace: God may put thee 


to make uſe of the loweſt as thou think- 
eſt zeven that, 1 Fobn iii, 14. He 
kwow that we hau: paffed 7 rom death unto : 
life, becaiſe we love = brethren. He that 


- 8 1 
joveth not his brother abideth in death, oh 
may be worth a thouſand worlds to thee. 
Be true to truth ; but not turbulent 


and ſcornty). Reſtore ſuch as are fallen ; 
help them up' again with all the bowels 
of Chriſt. Set the broken disjointed_ 
bones with the grace of the goſpel. 
High profeſſor, deſpiſe not weak ſaints. 
Thou may it come to with to be in the 


condition of the meaneſt of them. Be 
Hxmitles, but ble 


faithful to others inhrmitics, | 
of thy own- Viſit ſick-beds and deſerted cr 


cools mach + they ar = Are excellent (cholars ag 
in EXPETIENCEa. _ ſei 
Abide in your eallin Be antiful to eſt 
all relations as to the 8 Be content tal 
wich little of t > of the world; littlewillſerve. bo 
'Think every every little of the. © earth. much, in 
becauſe unworthy 755 
5 " heaven; not Ie — ' Re 
Ihriſt 1s-fo rich and free. ſun 
one better than ylelf, and ever Carry ſing 
ſelf-loathing about thee, as one Tit to be eve. 
trampled upon faints. vee the 
vanity of the world, and the conſumption 
that 18 upon all thin things; and Tove nothing 
but Chrilt, I 
hriſt in the world, 1 
ties pleaſe them 


Arlt is but a fable, 
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the ſcriptures | 


but a ſtory. 
are under baptiſm and church-order, that 
are not under grace; looking much 
after duty, obedience, little after Chriſt, 
little verſed in grace. Prepare for the 

croſs; welcome it ; bear it triumphantly 


| beſides him! Ever 


E 


Mourn to think how many 


like Chriſt's croſs, whether ſcoffs, mock- - 
ings, Jeers, —_— impriſonment, 
De. But ſee it be Chriſt's croſs, not 
thine own. | | 
Sin will hinder from glory in the 
croſs of Chriſt. Omitting little truths 
againſt light may breed hell in the con- 
ſcience, as well as committing the great. 
eſt fins againſt light. If thou haſt been 
taken out of the belly of hell into Chriſt's 
boſom, and made to ſit among princes 
in the houſhold of God—Oh! how 
ſhouldſt thou live as a pattern of mercy! 


* Redeemed, reſtored ſoul, what infinite 


ſums doſt thou owe Chriſt! With what 
fingular frames muſt thou walk and do 
every duty!  Sabbaths ; what praiſing 
days, ſinging of hallelujahs, ſhould they 
be to thee! Church-fillowihio ; what 
a heaven, a being with Chrift, and an- 
gels, and ſaints communion! What a 
3 the ſoul in eternal love, as a 
burial with Chriſt, dying to all thing 
: time thou thinke 
23 


1 1 } : 
of Chriſt,. be . aſtoniſhed, and wonder: 
and when thou ſeeſt ſin, look at Chriſt's 
race which did pardon it; and when 
thou art proud, look at Chriſt's grace, 
which ſhall humble and ſtrike thee down 
Min a.. r 
Remember Chriſt's time of love. 
When thou waſt naked, Ezek. xvi. 8, 9. 


« Now when I paſſed by thee, and looked | 


upon thee, behold, thy time was the time 
of love; and I ſpread my irt over thee, 
and covered thy nuledneſs: yea, 1 ſware 
unto thee, and entered into a covenant with 
thee, faith the Lord God, and thou becameſt 
mine. . Then waſhed I the: with water; 
yea, I thoroughly waſhed away thy blood 
from thee, and I anointed thee with ail.“ 
yen he choſe thee. Canſt thou ever 
have a proud thought? Remember 


whoſe arms ſupported thee from ſinking, 


and delivered thee from the loweſt hell, 
Pſa. Ixxxvi. 13. © For great is thy 
mercy toward me: and thou haſt delivered 
my foul from the Io-we?t hell.” And ſhout 
in the ears of angels and men, fee Pſalm 
cxIviii. And for ever ing © Praiſe, 
« praiſe ; grace, grace.” Daily repent 
and pray; and walk in the fight of 
grace, as one that hath the anointings o 


* 


on e ointings of 
grace upon thee. Remember thy ins, 


T.. 
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unto h; 
me, T} 
tribula 
nd Mt 
. 
that h: 
not in 
them, 
of trial. 
and ne: 
ſfprintli 


Feſus t 


_ ation: Ciel S LS ener; thy vileneſs, . - 1 


C 4-4}, 
hriſt's pardonings; th deſerts » Chrill's 
927 25 weakneſs, ts 's {tx _ 
th ride, hrilt's *; humility ; thy m aro i. 
hon: mities, Chriſt's reſtorings; thy. 
guilts, Chriſt's new applications of his -* 


blood; 2 failings, Chriſt's raiſing ug; 
thy w Chriſt's fulneſs; thy tempt- 


briſt's righteouſneſs. 
Pleſſed foul! whom Chriſt ſhall find, 
not having on his, own righteouſneſs, 
Phil. iii. 9. And be found in him, not 
having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of 
the law, but that which is through the 
faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is 
of God by faith.” But having his robes 
waſhed . made white in the blood of 
the Lamb, Rev. vii. 14. And I ſaid 
unto him, Sir, thou knawft, And he ſaid to 
me, Theſe are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have waſh d their robes, 
and made them white in the blood: of the 
Lamb.“ Woeful, miſerable profeſſor! 
that haſt not the goſpel within. Reſt 
not in church- trials; thou may'ſt paſs 
them, and be caſt away in Chriſt's day 
of trial. Thou may'ſt come to baptiſm, 43 
and never come to Feſus, and the blood of i 
ſprinkling, Heb. xli, 24. And to 
2 the mediator of the new y covenants; i 
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| r 
| and to the Blood of ſprintling, that fpeaketh deali 
b things than that of Abel.” What | Look 
= ever workings or attainments are ſhort fetct 
18 of Chriſt's blood, merits, righteonſnefs O 
1 = main object of the goſpel) do fall in ye 
1 ort of the goſpel, and leave the ſoul in good 
8 a condition ofobeings and queſtionings: leaſt 
8 and doubtings (if not looked unto be- ſince 
1 times) will turn to a ſlightnefs of ſpirit, O b 
'H one of the moſt dangerous frames. day) 
8 Trifle not with ordinances. Be much high, 
wa. Jin meditation and prayer. Waitdili- ing f 
| 3H ently upon all hearing opportunities. 1. 74 
$1 We have need of doctrine, reproot, ex- our C 


hortation; conſolation, as_the tender 


herbs and the graſs have of the rain, the 
Fu, the Imall rain, and the ſhow ers | 
e 


uf. AXXXIIi 2 
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all thou doeſt as ſoul- work unto 
Chriſt, Zach. vii. 5, 6. Speak unto 
all the people of the land, and to the prieſts, 
Saying, When ye fafted and mourned in the 
fifth and ſeventh month, even thoſe ſeven nd h 
years, did ye at all faſt unto me, even to me Fu 
6 And when ye did eat, and when ye did privil 
drink, did not ye eat for yourſelves, and felloy 
 erank for yourſelves?” As immediately | Chriſ 


a 


—_— 


dealing with Chriſt Jeſus, as if he were. 


looking on thee, and thou on him; and 
fetch all thy ſtrength from him. 
Obſerve. what Foy motions you find 
in your ſoul to duties. Prize the leaſt 
good thought thou haſt of Chriſt, the 
leaſt uy word thou ſpeakeſt of him, 
ſincerely from the heart. Rich mercy! 
O bleſs' God for it! Obſerve if every 
day you have the Day-ſpring.fromi on 
high, with his morning dews of mourn- 
ing for ſin, conſtantly viſiting thee, Lake 
i. 78. © Through the tender mercy of 
our God; e the day- rt 0e ow 


Rev. ad. EEE; — 4 
| the 


in the churches. 


offepring of David, and the bright and 


morning-ftar.” and Chriſt Ferdl 
ing the ſoul in all duties? What duty 


makes not more ſpiritual, will make 
3 


more. carnal ; — doth not 
and humble, will deaden and hat 

Fudas may have a fop, the — 
privilege of baptiſm, the ſupper, church- 
fellowſhip, Oc. but Jobn leaned on 
Chriſt's boſom, Jahn, xiii. 23. Now 
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there was leaning 19% boſom one of his 


diſciples, whom Feſus loved. That is 


the goſpel- ordinance poſture in which we 


rform all 


ſhould pray, and hear, and 


duties. Nothing but lying in that boſom 


will diflolve hardneſs of heart, and make 


thee to. mourn kindly for ſin, and cure 
ſlightingneſs and. ordinarineſs of fpirit, 


(that gangreen in profeſſion) : That will 
humble indeed, and make the ſoul cordial 
to Chriſt, and ſin, vile to the ſoul, yea 
transform the uglieſt piece of hell into 


the glory. of Chriſt. | Never think thou 


art right as thou ſhouldſt be, a chriſtian 


of any attainment, until thou come to 
this, always to ſee and feel thyſelf lying 
in the boſom of Chriſt, who is in the 
boſom. of his Father, John i. 18. N 


man hath ſeen God at any time, the only be- 


gotten Son, which. is in the boſom of the 


Father, be hath declared bim. Come 


and move.the Father for ſights of Chriſt, 


and you will be ſure to ſpeed. You can 


come with no requeſt that-pleaſeth him 
better. He gave him out of his own 
boſom for that very end, to be held up 
before the cyes of all ſinners, :as the 
of his | Father's 
love. n ĩͤ TE SW: 


everlaſting monument 


we 


. 
Looking at the natural ſun weakenetk 
the eye: The more you look at Chriſt 


- the Sun of Righteouſneſs, the ſtronger 


and - clearer will the eye of faith be. 
Look but at Chriſt you will love him, 
and live on him. Think on him conti- 
nually. Keep the eye conſtantly upon 
Chriſt's blood; or every blaſt of tempta- 
tion will ſhake you. If you will ſee 


ſin's ſinfulneſs, to loath it and mourn ; do 
not ſtand Jooking upon ſin, but look uy- 


on Chriſt firſt, as ſuffering and ſatisfying: 
If you would fee your graces, your ſanc- 
tification, do not ſtand gazing upon thent 
but look at Chriſt's righteouſneſs in the 
firſt place, (ſee the Son, and you ſee all) 


look at your graces in the ſecond place. 


When you act faith, what you firſt 
look at, that you expect ſettlement from, 


and make it the bottom of your hope. 


Go to Chriſt in the fight of your ſin and 
miſery, not of thy grace and holineſs. 
Have nothing to do with thy graces and 
ſanctification (they will but vail Chriſt) 


till thou haſt ſeen Chriſt firſt. He that 


looks upon Chriſt through his graces, 
is like one that ſees the ſun in water, 
which wavereth and moves as the water 
doth. Look upon Chriſt only as ſhining 
in the firmament of the Father's love 


5 * 8 2 - 
* ; 


LET: _ 
and grace; then you will ſee him in his 
own glory, which is unſpeakable; 
Pride and unbelief will put you upon 
ſeeing ſomewhat in yourſelf firſt; but 
faith will have to do with none but 
Chriſt, who is inexpreſlibly glorious, and 
muſt ſwallow up thy ſanctification as 
well as thy ſin ; for God made him both 
for us, and we muſt make him both, 
x Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in 
Chrift Feſus, who of God is made unto us 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs, and ſanctifica- 
tion, and redemption. 2 Cor. v. 21. 
46 For he hath made him to be fin for us, 


who knew no fin ; that.we might be made 


the righteouſneſs of God in him. He 
that ſets up his ſanctification to look at, 
to comfort him, ſets up the greateſt idol. 
which will ſtrengthen his doubts and 
fears. Do but look off Chriſt, and pre- 
ſently (like Peter) you ſink into doubts. 
A Chriſtian never wants comfort but 
by breaking the order and method of the 
oſpel, by looking on his own, and 
Fooking off Chriſt's perfeQ righteouſneſs 
which is to chuſe rather to live by can- 
dle-light than by the light of the ſun. 
'The honey that you ſuck from your own 


righteouſneſs will turn into Pee gull -. 


and the light that you take from that to 


hy 
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ect gall ;- 


1 that to 


I 
TO + = 
walk in, will turn into black night upon 
the ſoul. Satan is tempting thee, by 
putting thee to plod about thy own 
grace, to get comfort from that. Then 
the Father comes and points thee to 
Chriſt's grace, (as rich and glorious, 
infinitely pleaſing him) and biddeſt thee 
ſtudy Chriſt's righteouſneſs; (and his 
biddings are enablings) that's a bleſſed 
motion, a ſweet whiſpering, checkin 
thy unbelief. Follow the leaſt hint ; 
cloſe with much prayer; prize it as an 
invaluable jewel; tis an earneſt of more 
to come. Again, h 
If you would pray, and cannot, and 
ſo are diſcouraged ; fee Chriſt praying 
for you, uſing his intereſt with the Father 
for you, John xiv. 16. © And I will 
pray the Father, and he ſhall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever.” And ſee Ch. xvii. If 
you are troubled, ſee Chriſt your peace, 
Eph. ii. 14. © For he is our peace, who 
hath made both one, and hath broken down 
the middle wall of partition between us; 
Leaving you peace when he went up to 
heaven, again and again charging you not 
to be troubled, no not in the leaſt ({infully 
troubled) ſo as to obſtru thy comfort or 
thy believing, John xiv. 1, 27+ © Let 
*I E 5 


* 


1 46 ] 

not your heart betroubled : ye believe in Gd, 
believe alſo in me 27 0 Peace 1 leave 

with you, my peace I give unto you: not as 
the world giveth,, give Iunto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neith:r let it be 
afraid. He is now upon the throne, 
having ſpoiled upon his croſs (in the 
lowelt ſtate of his humiliation) all what- 
ſoever can hurt or annoy thee. He hath 
borne all thy fins, ſorrows, troubles, 
temptations, &c. and is gone to prepare 
a mankon for thee. . 

Thou whohaltſeen Chriſt all, and thy- 
ſelf abſolutely nothing; who makeſtChriſt 
all thy life, and art dead to all righteouſ- 
neſs beſides; thou art the Chriſtian, 


one highly beloved, Who haſt found favor 


with God, and art a favorite of heaven? 
Do Chriſt this one favor for all his love 
to thee; love his poor ſaints and churches, 

the meaneſt, the weakeſt, notwithſtand- 
ing any difference in judgment) they are 
engraven on his heart (as the names of the 
children of Ifrael on Aaron'sbreaſt-plate, 
Exod. xxvill. 21.) And the ftones ſhall 
be with the names of the children of Iſrael, 


twely:, according to their names, like the 


engravings of a fignet ; every one with his 


name ſhall they be according to the twelve 
tribes. Let them be ſo on thine. Pray 


or the peace of Feruſalem ; they ſhall pro I 
= that love thes, Plalm Cxxil. 6. 


ſit. 
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pi ESU, = load and ene : 


My beauty are, my glorious dreſs ; 
idſt Dawing worlds in theſe array'd, 


Y With j joy ſhall I lift up my head. 


When from the duſt of death I riſe 
Toclaim my manſion in the ſkies, 
Ev'n then ſhall this be all my pee, - 
&« Jeſus hath liv'd and dy'd for me. 


Bold ſhall I end in that great day, 
For who aught to my charge ſhall lay? 
Fully, through thee, abſolv'd I am 
From {in and fear, from guilt and ſhame, 


Thus Abraham the friend of God, 
'Thus all the armies bought with blood, 
Saviour of Sinners” thee proclaim, 
Sinners, of whom the chiet I am. 


This ſpotleſs robe the ſame appears 


When ruin'd nature ſinks in years: 
No age can change its glorious hue; 
'The nes of Chriſt is ever new. 
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O let the dead now hear thy voices - ©: 
1 Now bid thy baniſh'd ones refoice: 
Their beauty his, their glorious dreſs, 
1 n the Lord our . 
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ONTENT and glad I'll ever be 
To have ſalvation, Lord, from they 
Ev'n as a finn gor: 
1 o_ have, I nothing am, 
My treaſure's in the bleeding Lb 3 
Both now and evermore. 7 1 


The more, thro grace, myſelf I know, 
The more content I am to bow, 

And ſink beneath thy croſs, 
And live, by faith, upon thy blood, 
Waiting on thee for ev 'Ty good, 
And count my gain but loſs, 
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